
 



 

 
 

 

 

Now in its third year, this international interdisciplinary event is an open forum for discussion of 
all scientific and clinical aspects of pregnancy related issues and disorders.  Using a multi-
professional and inter-specialty approach this event promises plenty of opportunity for 
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Agenda  
(Talk times include 5 – 10 minutes for questions) 

Day 1:  Clinical Complications 

09:00 – 09:35 Exhibitions open Registration and Refreshments 

09:35 – 09:50 Introduction by the Chair Dr Rosalind M John, Reader in EpiGenetics, Cardiff School of 

Biosciences, Cardiff University, Cardiff, Wales, UK 

09:50 – 10:10 The health improvement project for teens intervention 
for adolescent girls: outcomes from a randomized 
controlled trial 

Dr Dianne Morrison-Beedy, PhD, RN, WHNP-BC, FNAP, FAANP, 
FAAN, Senior Associate Vice President, USF Health Dean, College 
of Nursing, University of South Florida, USA 

10:10 – 10:30 The prevention, diagnosis and treatment of sepsis in 
pregnancy 
 

Professor James Walker, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, Leeds Institute of Biomedical & Clinical Sciences, St 
James University Hospital, Leeds, UK 

10:30 – 10:50 A decade of hemodynamic evaluation of Appalachian 
pregnancies 

Dr David Chaffin, Joan C Edwards School of Medicine, Marshall 
University, Huntington, WV, USA 

10:50 – 11:10 Group Photo and Session Break  
Refreshments, Poster viewing, Sponsors exhibition  

11:10 – 11:30 Placental dysfunction and the etiology of fetal growth 
restriction and prenatal depression 
 

Dr Rosalind M John, Reader in EpiGenetics, Cardiff School of 

Biosciences, Cardiff University, Cardiff, Wales, UK 

11:30 – 11:50 Morning sickness and sialorrhea: endocrine side effects 
of placental endokinin-mediated local vasodilation? 

Professor Philip Lowry, University of Reading, Whiteknights, 
Reading, UK 

11:50 – 12:10 Diabetes in Pregnancy Dr Maryam Sattari, University of Florida College of Medicine, USA 
12:10 – 13:10 Session Break 

Lunch, Poster viewing  Sponsors exhibition 
13:10 – 13:30 Oral Presentations  
 RISK FACTORS OF ANAEMIA AMONG PREGNANT WOMEN 

IN A MIDDLE EASTERN HOSPITAL - A PILOT APPROACH 
Dr Esra Alkhasawneh, Sultan Qaboos University, College of 
Nursing, Muscat, Oman 

13:30 – 13:50 Pregnancy outcomes in hemodialysis patients Dr. Mala Sachdeva, Great Neck, NY, USA 
13:50 – 14:10 Treating Hyperemesis Gravidarum in a Day Case Setting Caitlin Dean, Hyperemesis Nurse Specialist, Pregnancy Sickness 

Support, Dunmore Farm, Treesmill, Par Cornwall, UK 
14:10 – 14:30 Current role of Imaging in the diagnosis and management 

plan of placental adhesive disorder 
Dr Elspeth Whitby, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK 

14:30 – 14:50 LLETZ treatment of CIN 2-3 in the first Trimester of 
pregnancy - Is it the time to change the indications? 

Dr. Efraim Siegler, President, Israeli Society of Colposcopy and 
Cervical and Vulvar Pathology, Carme Medical Center, Israel 

14:50 – 15:10 Session Break 
Refreshments, Last poster viewing, Last  Sponsors exhibition 

15:10 – 15:30 The feasibility of RCTs for interventions offered in 
pregnancy? The experience of a study to evaluate the 
Group Family Nurse Partnership (gFNP) programme 

Professor Jacqueline Barnes, Director, Institute for the Study of 
Children, Families and Social Issues, Department of Psychological 
Science, University of London, UK 

15:30 – 15:50 Implicating the 2015 NICE update for Diabetes in 
Pregnancy Update 

Dr Anne Dornhorst, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust, 
London, UK 

15:50 – 16:10 Wellbeing of Children Born After Assisted Conception All 
You Need to KNOW- lessons from research 

Professor Alastair G Sutcliffe, Institute of Child Health, University 
College London, UK 

16:10 – 17:00 Question Time 
17:00 Chairman’s Summing Up Close of Session 

PLEASE NOTE TIMIINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

http://health.usf.edu/nursing/index.htm
http://marshallhealth.org/services/obstetrics-gynecology/divisions-services/maternal-fetal-medicine/
http://internal.medicine.ufl.edu/about-us/meet-the-team/maryam-sattari-md/
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/humanmetabolism/people/whitby
http://www.imperialendo.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda  
(Talk times include 5 – 10 minutes for questions) 

Day 2:  Managing treatment of disease and illness during pregnancy 

09:00 – 09:45 Exhibitions open Registration and Refreshments 

09:45 – 10:00 Introduction by the Chair Dr  Madeleine V. Pahl, M.D., Director of Research Operations 
Office for Translational Science, Institute of Clinical and 
Translational Science, University of California, Irvine, USA 

10:00 – 10:25 Challenges in IBD pregnancy Dr C.Janneke van der Woude, MD, PhD, gastroenterologist, 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, 
The Netherlands 

10:25 – 10:50 Normal and pathological development of the 
human skeleton before 21 weeks GA 

Professor Inger Kjær, University of Copenhagen, Panum 
Institute, Copenhagen N, Denmark 

10:50 – 11:20 Group Photo and Session Break  
Refreshments, Poster viewing, Sponsors exhibition  

11:20 – 11:45 Management of Antiepileptic Drugs Before, 
During and After Pregnancy 

Dr Anne Sabers, MD, DMSc, The Epilepsy Clinic, University 
State Hospital, Denmark 

11:45 – 12:10 Invasion mechanism of the protozoa parasite 
Trypanosoma cruzi and possible local defenses of 
the human placenta 

Dr Ulrike Kemmerling MSc PhD, Associate Professor, Program 
of Anatomy and Developmental Biology, Institute for 
Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of Chile, 
Santiago, Chile 

12:10 – 13:10 Session Break 
Lunch, Poster viewing  Sponsors exhibition 

13:20 – 13:35 Oral Presentation 
 PREGNANCY EXPOSURE REGISTRIES:  A 

DISCUSSION OF METHODOLOGIES WITH AN 
EMPHASIS ON HEALTH CARE PROVIDER 
INVOLVEMENT 

Dr Susan Sinclair, University of North Carolina Wilmington, 
Wilmington, USA 

13:35 – 14:00 Help!  My Dialysis Patient is Pregnant Dr  Madeleine V. Pahl, M.D., Director of Research Operations 
Office for Translational Science, Institute of Clinical and 
Translational Science, University of California, Irvine, USA 

14:00 – 14:25 Termination of pregnancy in women with medical 
co-morbidities 

Dr Babatunde A. Gbolade, The Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Trust, St. James's University Hospital, Leeds, UK 

14:25 – 14:50 Free fetal hemoglobin in preeclampsia, a new 
etiological factor, a diagnostic biomarker and a 
potential target for therapy with alpha-1-
microglobulin (A1M) 

Dr Stefan Hansson, Lund University, Lund, Sweden 
 

14:50 – 15:20 Session Break 
Refreshments, Last poster viewing, Last  Sponsors exhibition 

15:20 – 15:45 Preconception counselling for Women with 
Epilepsy: factors influencing and barriers to 
uptake 

Dr Janine Beverley Winterbottom, University of Liverpool, The 
Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust, UK 

15:45  – 16:10 Separating Fact from Fiction: Interactions between 
oral health and adverse pregnancy outcome 
 

Dr Amir Azarpazhooh, Assistant Professor, Disciplines of Dental 
Public Health and Endodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, University 
of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada 

16:10 – 16:35 iHOPE: International Collaboration to Harmonise 
Outcomes for Pre-Eclampsia 

Dr James M N Duffy, NIHR Doctoral Fellow, University of Oxford, 
Balliol College, Oxford, UK 

16:35 – 15:00 Why don’t I do the microbiome and pregnancy? 
 

Dr Christopher Griffin, Consultant Maternal and Fetal 
Medicine, University of Western Australia, Australia 

17:00 Chairman’s Summing Up 
Close of Session 

PLEASE NOTE TIMIINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

http://www.erasmusmc.nl/
http://aybd.cl/lab-ulrike.html
http://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/
http://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/
http://www.phc.ox.ac.uk/jamesduffy


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Agenda  
(Talk times include 5 – 10 minutes for questions) 

Day 3:  Society, Pregnancy and Mental Health 
09:00 – 09:45 Exhibitions open Registration and Refreshments 
09:45 – 10:30 Introduction by the Chair 

 
 

10:30 – 11:00 Coping with pregnancy termination for fetal 
abnormality 
 

Dr Caroline Lafarge, School of Psychology, Social 
Work & Human Sciences, Faculty of Health and 
Human Sciences, University of West London, 
Brentford, UK 

11:00 – 11:30 Group Photo and Session Break  
Refreshments, Poster viewing, Sponsors exhibition  

11:30 – 12:00 What can midwives do to reduce the rising 
caesarean rates in the antenatal period 

Dr Hala Phipps, Senior Clinical Lecturer, Faculty of 
Nursing and Midwifery, The University of Sydney, 
Sydney 

12:00 – 12:30 Israeli Parents’ Experience of Feticide Professor Ronit D. Leichtentritt, Bob Shapell 
School of Social Work, Tel Aviv University, Tel 
Aviv, Israel 

12:30 – 13:45 Session Break 
Lunch, Poster viewing  Sponsors exhibition 

13:45 – 14:30 Question time 
14:30 – 15:00 Risk information and prentatal examinations Associate Professor Susanne Georgsson Öhman, 

Sophiahemmet University, Stockholm, Sweden 
15:00 – 15:30 Session Break 

 
Refreshments, Last poster viewing, Last  Sponsors 
exhibition 

15:30 – 16:00 Ro/SSA positive women´s experiences on 
pregnancy 
 

Dr Joanna Tingström, Karolinska Institutet, 
Stockholm, Sweden 

16:00 – 16:30 Substance misuse disorder in pregnancy: 
complications, treatment and outcomes 

Dr Kim Wolff, King's College London, Institute of 
Pharmaceutical Science, London, United Kingdom 

16:30 – 17:00 Eradication of mother to child transmission 
of hepatitis B in subSaharan Africa 

Dr Monique Andersson, Stellenbosch University, 
Tygerberg Campus, Western Cape Province, 
South Africa 

17:00 Chairman’s Summing Up 
Close of Event 

PLEASE NOTE TIMINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 



 
  
About the Speakers  
 
Amir Azarpazhooh, Assistant Professor, Disciplines of Dental Public Health and Endodontics, Faculty of 
Dentistry, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Dr. Amir Azarpazhooh is an Assistant Professor in Dental Public Health and Endodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, 
University of Toronto, with cross appointments to the Clinical Epidemiology Program of the Institute of Health 
Policy, Management and Evaluation of the Faculty of Medicine, and the Toronto Health Economics and 
Technology Assessment Collaborative at the University of Toronto. He is the Head of Division of Endodontics, 
Department of Dentistry, Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto and a Clinician Scientist with the Lunenfeld-
Tanenbaum Research Institute of Mount Sinai Hospital. He is a practicing endodontist in Barrie and Toronto, 
Canada. 
 
Esra Alkhasawneh, Sultan Qaboos University, College of Nursing, Muscat, Oman 
Dr. Esra Mansour Al Khasawneh, DNsc, RN, 
Dean and Associate Professor of Women’s Health 
Dr. Esra M. Al Khasawneh was awarded DNSc on Women’s Health from University at Buffalo, The State 
University of New York/School of Nursing in 2002. 
Dr. Al Khasawneh joined Sultan Qaboos University in 2010 as Assoc. Prof. and Asst. Dean Postgraduate Studies 
and Research and is currently the Dean at College of Nursing since 2013. 
Dr. Al Khasawneh has achieved many funded research projects with a total amount of $202, 672.00 from 
Jordanian, American and Omani Institutes. Her interests in teaching are women’s health, problem based 
learning and simulation. 
 
Monique Andersson, Stellenbosch University, Tygerberg Campus, Western Cape Province, South Africa 
Monique Andersson is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Stellenbosch, Division of Medical Virology and 
Clinical Fellow Department of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, Oxford University Hospitals, UK. She 
trained in Virology and Genitourinary Medicine/HIV in the UK before returning to South Africa in 2009 where 
she established a viral hepatitis research group based at Stellenbosch University. Her research interests 
include hepatitis B MTCT, point of care testing for HBV, HIV-HBV co-infection, hepatocellular carcinoma and 
hepatitis E virus infection. 
 
Jacqueline Barnes, Director, Institute for the Study of Children, Families and Social Issues, Department of 
Psychological Science, University of London, UK 
Professor Barnes has conducted research in the USA and UK. Current research interests include evaluation of 
early intervention programmes to enhance children’s health and development and parenting, and community 
characteristics as they relate to family functioning and children. She was a director of the National Evaluation 
of Sure Start and directed the formative evaluation of implementing Family Nurse Partnership (FNP) in 
England. Committee memberships include the Department of Health Expert Group for the Healthy Child 
Programme, the Maternal Mental Health Pathways group; the 2-2 ½ year Integrated Review; and the NICE 
Expert panel for social and emotional wellbeing of children. 

 
David Chaffin, Joan C Edwards School of Medicine, Marshall University, Huntington, WV, United States 
Trained at Johns Hopkins University, Vanderbilt University and the University of Arizona, Dr. David Chaffin has 
provided maternal fetal medicine services to middle Appalachia in West Virginia for the past 20 years. In a 
region noted for preeclampsia risk factors, including obesity, diabetes and hypertension, he instituted a 
comprehensive hypertension management program 12 years ago utilizing non-invasive hemodynamic 
monitoring to reduce the risk of hypertensive complications in the region’s pregnant population. 
 
Anne Dornhorst, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust, London, United Kingdom 
Anne Dornhorst is a practising Consultant Physician & Honorary Senior Lecturer and adjunct reader at Imperial 
College Health Care NHS Trust and Imperial College London. Anne’s clinical interests are in the field of diabetes 
in pregnancy. She has worked on both the NICE guidelines on ‘Diabetes and Pregnancy’, 2008 and its update 
published 2015.  Anne has written and lectured extensively on many other aspects around the clinical 
management of diabetes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dentistry.utoronto.ca/users/amir-azarpazhooh
http://marshallhealth.org/services/obstetrics-gynecology/divisions-services/maternal-fetal-medicine/


 
 
Caitlin Dean, Hyperemesis Nurse Specialist, Pregnancy Sickness Support, Dunmore Farm, Treesmill, Par 
Cornwall, UK 
About Caitlin Dean, Chair person of Pregnancy Sickness Support and Registered General Nurse. Trained 
Nottingham University School of Nursing and Midwifery. 
Since suffering hyperemesis gravidarum (HG) herself Caitlin has established her career firmly in the field of HG, 
establishing the national support network, writing prolifically for the medical and lay press and publishing the 
first UK book on the condition. She advises healthcare professionals and conducts teaching sessions and 
conferences around the UK as well as running a helpline for sufferers. Recently she has worked with both 
Nottingham University Hospitals and Royal Cornwall Hospital to establish IV Day Units for treating women. 
 
James M N Duffy, NIHR Doctoral Fellow, University of Oxford, Balliol College, Oxford, United Kingdom 
James is combining training in obstetrics and gynaecology with research. With the help of fantastic mentors, 
he has secured over £450k in research funding.   Working within teams of talented individuals based all over 
the world, he has published over 30 research papers (>1300 citations), presented at many national and 
international conferences, and won several awards for audit, teaching, and research. James has co-founded 
the Core Outcomes in Women's Health (CROWN) initiative with his friend and mentor Prof Khalid Khan (Queen 
Mary, University of London). 
 
Babatunde A. Gbolade, The Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, St. James's University Hospital, Leeds, UK 
Mr Gbolade MSc, MPhil, is Consultant Gynaecologist & Director of Fertility Control Unit (FCU), St. James's 
University Hospital Leeds, UK. He trained in Obstetrics & Gynaecology with sub-specialisation in Community 
Gynaecology and has 30 years experience in women's reproductive healthcare. His studies focus on women's 
reproductive health care. He was a member of the Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare's 
Progestogen-only Injectable Contraception Guideline Development Group. He also contributed to the 
development of the Syllabus and Logbook for the Certificate in Abortion Care of the Faculty of Sexual and 
Reproductive Healthcare of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. 
 
Khaled M K Ismail, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, School of Clinical & Experimental Medicine, 
College of Medical & Dental Sciences, University of Birmingham/Birmingham Women's NHS Foundation Trust, 
UK 
•Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University of Birmingham 
•Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, Birmingham Women’s NHS Foundation Trust 
•Honorary Director of e-Learning, The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
•Clinical Research Speciality Lead for RH&C WM, CRN 
•Clinical Research Speciality Lead for Division 3 WM, CRN 
The underlying theme of his research work is improving pregnancy related maternal and fetal outcomes both 
at the short and longer term. The main focus of his research programme is the prediction, recognition and 
management of childbirth-related perineal trauma. Khaled Ismail is internationally recognised for his clinical 
expertise in the field of perineal trauma following childbirth. His collaborative work in this area has resulted in 
several systematic reviews and clinical trials that informed evidence based medicine and its implementation 
into practice.  
Professor Ismail is the Chair of the European Perineal Trauma PEERS group. 

 
Rosalind M John, Reader in EpiGenetics, Cardiff School of Biosciences, Cardiff University, Cardiff, Wales, 
United Kingdom 
Rosalind John has an extensive track record in epigenetics and placental development using both mouse 
models and, more recently, clinical samples, to study the role of imprinted genes in pregnancy and postnatal 
outcomes. Her group has shown that altered dosage of imprinted gene has consequences for fetal growth, 
placental development, metabolism and, most recently adult behaviour. 
 
Inger Kjær, University of Copenhagen, Panum Institute, Copenhagen N, Denmark 
Inger Kjær, professor DDS, Dr Odont et Dr Med, University of Copenhagen, Denmark, has 2 main research 
areas. These are normal and pathological fetal development and postnatal cranial development. She has 
published 210 international articles in scientific journals - roughly half within each research field. Her main 
interest has been to connect prenatal and postnatal findings which has been accomplished with great success. 
Inger Kjær has collaborated with national and international hospitals and research units as well as institutes 
for normal and patholgical development. 
 
 
 

http://www.phc.ox.ac.uk/jamesduffy
http://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/


 
 
Ulrike Kemmerling, MSc PhD, Associate Professor, Program of Anatomy and Developmental Biology, Institute 
for Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of Chile, Santiago, Chile 
MSc, PhD, Associate Professor at Disciplinary Program of Anatomy and Developmental Sciences, Institute for 
Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of Chile. Dr. Kemmerling work is focused on tissue 
invasion mechanism of protozoa parasites and local antiparasitic defences of the human placenta. She has 
published more than 40 papers in international journals and has been continuously granted with funding for 
her research. 
 
Caroline Lafarge, School of Psychology, Social Work & Human Sciences, Faculty of Health and Human Sciences, 
University of West London, Brentford, UK 
My background is in Health Psychology and my research focuses on maternal and reproductive health, in 
particular women’s experience of coping with pregnancy termination for fetal abnormality. I am particularly 
interested in the relationship between women’s coping and psychological outcomes. I also collaborate on 
various research projects covering: the practices of prenatal diagnosis, women’s access to different methods 
of termination and their experiences of care when undergoing pregnancy termination for fetal abnormality. I 
am a member of the British Psychological Society and of the NHS England Clinical Reference Group for Fetal 
Medicine. 
 
Philip Lowry, University of Reading, Whiteknights, Reading, United Kingdom 
In 1973 Dr Philip Lowry was appointed Principal Biochemist/Honorary Lecturer then Senior Lecturer in 
Chemical Pathology at St Bartholomew’s Hospital where he was the Head of The Protein Hormone Unit; 
funded principally by the MRC. In 1986 he was appointed chair of Biochemistry & Physiology at The University 
of Reading, became Head of Department a year later and then Dean of the Faculty of Science 1990-93. His 
research interests are bioactive peptides of hypothalamic/pituitary/adrenal axis and placental tachykinins, 
publishing over 200 papers including fifteen in Nature, six in The Lancet, two in PNAS and one in Cell. 
 
Ronit D. Leichtentritt, Bob Shapell School of Social Work, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel 
Ronit D. Leichtentritt is a Professor at Tel Aviv University; she is a family therapist and social worker with more 
than 15 years of research experience in the area of death and bereavement as well as in qualitative research. 
She has published or presented more than 100 papers and in the past decade she involves in studying the 
personal, social, and moral consequences of feticide alongside related experiences including miscarriage, 
stillbirth and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). 
 
Dianne Morrison-Beedy, PhD, RN, WHNP-BC, FNAP, FAANP, FAAN, Senior Associate Vice President, USF Health 
Dean, College of Nursing, University of South Florida, USA 
Dr. Morrison-Beedy is Dean, College of Nursing, Senior Associate Vice President, USF Health, Professor of 
Nursing, Public Health and Global Health at the University of South Florida. Based on its significant outcomes 
in reducing teen pregnancy and HIV/STI infection, her sexual-risk reduction intervention for adolescent girls, 
the Health Improvement Project for Teens (HIPTeens) is distributed by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) She is a recipient of multiple awards, including 
induction to the International Nursing Research Hall of Fame, and has authored over 200 publications. 
 
Diana Rodriguez, Boston Maternal Fetal Medicine, Harvard Medical School, MA, USA 
Diana Rodriguez, MD, MPH, FACOG, is a board certified Maternal-Fetal Medicine specialist. A graduate of 
Harvard Medical School, Dr. Rodriguez completed her internship and residency in obstetrics and gynecology at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston where she went on to complete a fellowship in maternal-fetal 
medicine. She has won numerous teaching awards including the Association of Professors of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics National Faculty Teaching Award. In 2009, she received the Outstanding Faculty Teaching Award by 
the residents at Tufts Medical Center. She has previously served in the United States Navy and was awarded 
the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal for Meritorious Service in 2005. 
 
Susanne Georgsson Öhman, Sophiahemmet University, Stockholm, Sweden 
Susanne Georgsson Öhman is an Associate Professor and senior lecturer at Sophiahemmet University and 
Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden. Susanne has a background as a midwife and her thesis, whis she 
defended in 2005 was about women's experiences of early prenatal examinations. Since then her main focus 
for research has been prenatal examinations, especially about information, about women's possibilites to 
make informed choices, and about women's experiences. In additional, the focus of the research is risk 
information related to prenatal examinations. 
 
 

http://aybd.cl/lab-ulrike.html
http://health.usf.edu/nursing/index.htm
http://www.bostonmfm.org/


 
 
Hala Phipps, Senior Clinical Lecturer, Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery, The University of Sydney, Sydney 
Dr Hala Phipps has over 20 years experience in midwifery and has been actively involved in research for 16 
years, culminating in the award of PhD in 2014. Hala has 18 original research articles published in peer 
reviewed journals and is a peer-reviewer for several midwifery and obstetric journals. She has a strong 
presence in the research and development team promoting translational research and innovation in health 
care. Currently Hala is actively researching methods of safely reducing the operative delivery rate in, relation 
to malposition in second stage of labour. As a midwife Hala is strongly committed to alleviating pain and 
discomfort for mother and baby. 
 
Madeleine V. Pahl, M.D., Director of Research Operations Office for Translational Science, Institute of Clinical 
and Translational Science, University of California, Irvine, US 
Dr Pahl is a Professor of Medicine in the Division of Nephrology and Hypertension, University of California, 
Irvine and the Director of the Research Operations Office for Translational Science for the Institute of Clinical 
and Translational Science. She has over 30 years of clincal experience in nephrology, particularly in cases of 
kidney disease and pregnancy. She has published extensively in nephrology related topics including chronic 
inflammation, oxidative stress and pregnancy related complications in chronic kidney disease.  She is the 
Training Program Director for the Nephrology Division  in the University of California, Irvine,  has trained 
numerous medical students, residents and nephrology fellows and is the recipient of several, prestigeous 
education awards. 
 
Anne Sabers, MD, DMSc, The Epilepsy Clinic, University State Hospital, Denmark 
Anne Sabers, MD, DMSc is an adult neurologist, Professor of Neurology and head of The Epilepsy Clinic at the 
Department of Neurology, Rigshospitalet in Copenhagen, Denmark. Her research interests have primary dealt 
with pharmacokinetic interactions between antiepileptic drugs and oral contraceptives and risks and 
complications related to treatment with antiepileptic drugs during pregnancy. She is member of the steering 
group of the the International Antiepileptic Drug and Pregnancy Registry (EURAP) a collaboration study with 
more than 40 participating countries. 
 
Alastair G Sutcliffe, Institute of Child Health, University College London, United Kingdom 
Professor Sutcliffe is the most expert paedaitrician in the world concerning the health and well being of IVF 
children. His most recent research showed that children born after IVF have no higher risk of cancer than 
others and was in the NEJM 
He is also a senior and highly experienced children's Doctor and gets immense fulfillment and is deeply 
honored to look afer sick children at University College Hospital. He has a special clinic for families with an IVF 
child at Highgate Hospital and this is the only one of its kind . www.londonpaediatrician.com 
 
Efraim Siegler, President, Israeli Society of Colposcopy and Cervical and Vulvar Pathology, Carme Medical 
Center, Israel 
Head of Cervix Clinic Haifa District and Carmel Medical Center 
President - The Israeli Society of Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology  
Clinical Lecturer: Rappoport Faculty of Medicine Technion, Haifa, Israel   
 
Mala Sachdeva, Great Neck, NY, United States 
Mala Sachdeva, MD is currently Assistant Professor at Hofstra North Shore-LIJ School of Medicine. She is an 
academic nephrologist and part of the full time faculty at North Shore University Hospital, part of North-Shore 
LIJ Health System in New York, USA. She completed her Internal Medicine Residency, Chief Residency, and 
Nephrology Fellowship at Montefiore Medical Center, Albert Einstein College of Medicine in Bronx, NY from 
2001-2007. She has a strong interest in managing pregnancy in women with kidney disease or who are on 
dialysis. 
 
Maryam Sattari, University of Florida College of Medicine, USA 
Dr. Sattari is an associate professor of Medicine at the University of Florida College of Medicne whose clinical, 
educational, and research interests are focused on issues related to Women's Health. In addition to 
disseminating findings of her research, she has had several lectures and workshops in national and 
international meetings on topis pertaining to Women's Health, such as breastfeeding among working mothers 
and association of breafeeding with osteoporosis. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.londonpaediatrician.com/
http://internal.medicine.ufl.edu/about-us/meet-the-team/maryam-sattari-md/


 
 

Susan Sinclair, University of North Carolina Wilmington, Wilmington, United States 
Dr. Susan Sinclair is an Associate Professor at the University of North Carolina Wilmington and an 
epidemiologist with 25 years of experience. Over the past 10 years, her primary focus has been on medication 
safety during pregnancy, birth defects, and pregnancy exposure registries. Dr. Sinclair teaches clincal research 
at the university, is a consultant to the US FDA’s Drug Safety and Risk Management Advisory Committee, and 
has served as an Epidemic Intelligence Officer for the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
Prior to completing her master’s and doctoral degrees in public health, she worked as an intensive care nurse 
for 10 years. 
 
Joanna Tingström, Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden 
J Tingström, RN, RM, PhD. With long standing experience as a practicing midwife her work with SSA/Ro52 
positive women who are exposed to the risk of giving birth to a child with CHB is both interesting and novel. 
The set-up of her studies also gives a good example of how to combine qualitative and quantitative studies to 
generate hypotheses based on patients' own experiences and test them by numerical methods. In addition, 
Joanna Tingström is a good and appreciated lecturer. 
 
Elspeth Whitby, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK 
Elspeth Whitby is a well respected researcher and clincian in the field of obstetric MRI including fetal and 
placental imaging. She will draw on her experince in both areas and in teaching during this talk to help 
delegates understand the vlaue of US and MRI in PAD. 
 
James Walker, Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Leeds Institute of Biomedical & Clinical Sciences, St 
James University Hospital, Leeds, UK 
Professor James Walker is a clinical academic in the University of Leeds. He has 35 years experience in high-risk 
obstetrics and maternal medicine. He is trained in general medicine and obstetrics and gynaecology. He 
worked as the obstetric advisor for the National Patient Safety Agency and was Chairman of the Centre for 
Maternal and ChildHealth Enquiry. He is a former Senior-vice President of the RCOG. 
 
C.Janneke van der Woude, MD, PhD, gastroenterologist, Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Erasmus MC, 
Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Janneke van der Woude is Professor of infflammatory bowel disease at the Department of Gastroenterology 
and Hepatology at Erasmus University Medical Center, Rotterdam, The Netherlands. She is heavily involved in 
optimising care for patients with inflammatory bowel diseases. Currently she leads the Clinical Unit for 
Inflammatory Bowel Diseases and Research into IBD, in close co-operation with the Departments of Paediatric 
Gastroenterology, Pathology, Psychology and Internal Medicine. She has published articles on several aspects 
of IBD, such as quality of life for IBD patients, pregnancy in IBD and colitis-related cancer. 
 
Janine Beverley Winterbottom, University of Liverpool, The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust, United 
Kingdom 
Achieved Registered Nursing 1988, initially working with children with disabilities, before taking-up position of 
Epilepsy Nurse Specialist at The Walton Centre, Liverpool 1995, developing specialist services for women with 
epilepsy, and establishing the preconception counselling clinic in 1999. Undergraduate and postgraduate 
studies at The University of Manchester 1994 and University of Liverpool 1998 supported co-authoring two 
Cochrane reviews of the influence of antiepileptic drugs upon pregnancy outcome, and preconception 
counselling, and completion MA in Health Care Ethics and Law at The University of Manchester 2004. Awarded 
PhD from the University of Liverpool 2012 investigating women with epilepsy preparing for pregnancy 

 
Kim Wolff, King's College London, Institute of Pharmaceutical Science, London, United Kingdom 
Kim has worked in the Addiction field for the last 25 years. Since joining King’s College London in 1997 she has 
acted as an expert advisor to the UK Government National Treatment Agency for Substance Misuse (NTA); the 
National Collaborating Centre for Mental Health (NCCMH) and the National Institute for Clinical Excellence 
(NICE) as an addictions expert.  

http://www.erasmusmc.nl/


 

About this Event 

Discussion Sessions 

The discussion sessions are an opportunity for informal questions and answers.  This is an ideal 
opportunity to get advice and opinion from experts in this area.  This session is not for questions 
about specific talks, which can be asked after the speakers session, but for discussing either general 
topics or specific issues. 
 
There are three ways you can ask questions: 
 
1.   Before the session you can submit your question to Euroscicon staff at the registration desk, 
2.   Before and during the session you can submit a question or comments, by email, which will be 
provided on the day of the event 
3.    During the session you can put your hand up and join in  
 

Session breaks 

All breaks and registrations will take place in the exhibition area where there will be lunch and 
refreshments. 
 
Please try to visit all the exhibition stands during this event.  Not only do our sponsors enable 
Euroscicon to keep the registration fees competitive, but they are also here specifically to talk to you 
 
 

Lunch 

 All the chicken in our lunch buffet is Halal 

 We have a number of dishes that are gluten free 

 We have a range of vegetarian dishes which are separated from the meat and fish dishes 

 We have a number of dishes that are dairy free 

 Please note that all food has been prepared in an environment where nuts may be present.  
 
 
 

Missing Speakers 

It is unfortunate that occasionally a speaker cannot attend, most usually due to not getting visas 
granted, unforseen personal events or illness.  Whilst we do everything possible to ensure that our 
speakers are present at the event we apologise in advance if you were at a session where a speaker 
could not attend.  We always try to keep our agendas as up to date as possible, however if a speaker 
cancels the night before an event or on the day, there is little we can do to rectify this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Frequently asked questions about our events 

Is the delegate list available? 

Yes this is available to everyone who attends the event and our sponsors. 
It is available in real time. To access the list please just log into your registration details or use the QR 
code on right of the agenda card which is provided on the day of the event. 
You will not be included in this list if you have opted out and you can do this by logging into your 
registration details.  This list will not be sold or ever give out to third parties.  
 

Can I have the speakers slides? 

We cannot give out the slides from our speaker’s presentations as they are deleted immediately after 
each event. If you require a particular set of slides please approach the speaker.  We will however 
have a meeting report and you will be emailed when this report is published. 
 

Can I have a notepad? 

Notepads and pens are provided in the delegate bags and at the registration desk 
 

How can I keep up to date with Euroscicon Events? 

To keep updated on our events and other Life Science News, please sign up for our newsletter at 
www.eurosciconnews.com 
 

I don’t want my photograph on any Euroscicon promotional material 

Please let our tech person know 
 

Is there WIFI? 

Yes, please ask registration for log in details 
      

Can I have a CPD certificate? 

CPD certificates will be available in the exhibition hall after lunch 
 
Please remember that EuroSciCon is a small independent company with no subsidies from society 
memberships or academic rates for venues. We try to be as reasonably priced as possible and our 
delegate rates are substantially lower than comparable commercial meeting organisations 
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